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f From the Editors

by Marilyn Odneal

It's Spring and everyone' sthinking “weeds’ .
Ben Fuquadiscussesweed control measuresin
blueberrieswhile Gaylord Moore highlightsnon-
chemical weed control Strategies. Remember,
whenusing herbicides, thelabe isthelaw! Read
labelscarefully and make surethat themateria you
areusingisproperly labeled for your crop.
Berry Basket Newdsletter Staff:
Patrick Byers, Gaylord Mooreand Marilyn Odnesal
- editors.
PamelaMayer - proofing, copyingand mailinglist.
Teresalnman - posting and sending.

Please direct commentsor suggestionsto:
Marilyn Odneal, SM SU Research Campus, 9740
Red Spring Road, Mountain Grove, MO 65711,
phone: 417-926-4105, fax: 417-926-6646,
e-mail: mbo774t@mail.smsu.edu
internet: http://mtngrv.smsu.edu
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Weed Control in Blueberries
by Ben Fuqua

Controlling weedsisoneof themorechallenging
cultural practicesin blueberry production. A weed
isdefined to be“aplant out of place’. Thiswould
includeannua and perennia grassesand broadl eaf
weeds, sedges, and other woody herbaceous plants
that seemto thrivein the same spacethat wetry to
grow blueberry plants. Weedscompetewith
blueberry plantsfor nutrients, water, and light, can
serve asalternate hostsfor diseasesand insects, and
may interferewith harvesting andirrigating
operations. Whileweed speciesvary from one
planting to another, good weed control isessential
for maximum production of high quality berries.

Therearetwo distinct areasin blueberry plantings
inwhich weedsneed to be controlled: 1) between
plant rowsand 2) within the plant row. Weeds
growing in the areabetween plant rows can be
controlled by cultivation or by maintaining therow
middlesin abluegrass, perennia ryegrass, or fescue
sod. Keeping therow middlesin sod seemsto
work well inMissouri. The sod providesafirm soil
for operating sprayers, mowersand other power
equipment, reduces potentia problemsfrom soil
erosion, and providesasuitable placefor pickersto
walk. Weedsand grassheight can beeasily
controlled inthe sod areas by frequent mowings.

Weed control within the plant row, however, isa
moredifficult task. Oneculturd practice
recommended for Missouri, theuse of mulches, has
provento bevery hel pful in suppressing weeds
whileat the sametime hel ping regul ate soil moisture
and soil temperature, and adding organic matter to
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theplant root zone. A layer, 4- to 6-inchesin
depth, of sawdust, wood chips, or smilar material is
beneficid inreducing weed problems, especidly
during the early part of the growing season.
Additiona control measureswill normally be needed
to keep the planting free of weedsduring thelatter
partsof the growing season. Other considerationsin
controllingweedsinclude:

Preplant Weed Control: Controlling perennials
such asjohnsongrass, bermudagrass, red sorrel, etc.
arebest accomplished during soil/site preparation
and beforetheblueberry plantsare established.
Several herbicidesareavailableonthemarket to
eradicate thetargeted weeds. In some Situations,
repeated herbicide application, acombination of
herbicides, or using herbicidesin conjunctionwith
cultivation may be needed to completely ridthesite
of weeds. All herbicidesmust be used with caution
and in accordanceto thelabel and soil conditions.
Herbicidesdifferintheir modeof actionandinthe
kind of weedscontrolled. Injury to humans,
blueberry plants, and the environment can result
when herbicidesarenot properly applied. Read
andfollow theherbicidelabdl!

For growersnot wishing to use herbicides,
frequent cultivations, planting of smother cropsto
suppressvegetation, covering theweed-infested
areawith black plastic, or employing other
mechanica devicessuch ashoeing and hand
weeding can be used create aweed-free planting
gte. Although thesetechniquesusually requiremore
timeand effort to iminatetheweeds, they have
been successfully used at severd planting sites.

Regardlessof thetimerequired or the method
used, thekey isto eradicate perennial weedsfrom
the stebefore planting blueberry bushes. The
shallow-rooted blueberry plant doesnot compete
well inweed-infested areas. Failureto remove
theseweeds before planting usually resultsin poor
growth and berry production for many years.

Weed Control in Established Plantings:
Methodsto control weedsin established plantings
can begrouped into one of two categories; a)
chemical control or b) mechanical control.

Chemical control: Weed growthwithintherow
of established blueberriesmust beclosdly
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controlled. Whilesevera herbicidesareregistered
for use on blueberries, therecommended ratesand
application methodsvary greatly. Preemergent
herbicidesare chemicalsthat are applied before
weedsemergeand aregenerally appliedinearly
spring. Oneor more herbicidesmay be needed to
control thetargeted weeds. Caution must be used
onfirst-year plants, asnewly planted blueberry
bushesarevery sengitiveto most preemergent
herbicides.

Postemergent herbi cidesare absorbed by growing
plantsand thereforeare applied directly to the
targeted weed. Postemergent herbicidesare often
used for “ spot” treatmentsand controlling weeds
adjacent to the mulched row.

Both preermergent and postemergent herbicides
must be carefully applied. Herbicideratesand
application methodsare affected by both soil and
climatic conditions. Read and follow theinstructions
ontheherbicidelabel. Remember, thelabel isthe
law!

M echanical Control: Shalow cultivation,
hoeing and hand weeding arethe most popular
methods of non-chemical weed control. “Weeder
geese’, smothering weedswith cardboard or carpet
remnants, and other mechanical deviceshave been
tried, but generally have not been very successful.
Severa growershave purchased or, in some cases,
built rotating or disc cultivatorstolightly till the
mulched surface around the blueberry plants. The
general consensus hasbeen that whilethese
cultivatorsdo agood job of removing weeds, they
often damagethe shallow roots of blueberries
growinginthemulch.

Conclusion: Weed control isoften oneof the
most expensive partsof ablueberry operation. For
the organic growers, mechanical weed control isthe
only method that can be employed and till meet
organic certification requirements. Mot other
blueberry growerstend to use acombination of both
chemica and mechanica methodsin controlling
weeds. Mulches, pre- and postemergent herbicides,
someweed pulling and hoeing may all haveto be
used intrying to reducetheweed problems. In
recent publications, | have noticed someauthors
seemto prefer theterm weed “ management” rather
than weed “ control”. To me, good management isto
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properly control theweed problem. Weedsaways
seemto prefer thesamemoig, fertile, and mulched
areawhere blueberry plantsaregrowing. So,
regardlessof whether you control or manageyour
weeds, theresultsarethe same. Weed control in
blueberriesisatough, 1aborious, expensivejob that
requiresyear-round effort.

Blueberry Council News
by Bob and Ronnie Hershey

Here arethe minutesasrecorded by the Secretary/
Treasurer for theannual meeting.

Theannual meeting of the Blueberry Council of
Missouri washeld on February 22, 2000in
Springfield, Missouri. Themeetingwascaledto
order shortly after 5:00 pm. The President, Bob
Hershey, welcomed al in attendance. Ben Fuqua
wastheninvited to present the date of nominees,
and to proceed with the election of officers. The
nameswere presented and therewereno
nominationsfromthefloor. LindaJonesmadethe
motion that thefoll owing be el ected by acclamation.
Thiswas seconded and approved.

President —Bob Hershey

VicePresident —Earnie Bohner
Secretary/Treasurer —Veronica“Ronni€’ Hershey
Northeast District —Robert Linke

Southeast Digtrict —Mary Hinze

Thosewith unexpired termsareasfollows:
Jay Chism—Director at Large
DeniseMay —Director at Large

Art Steinbaugh — Southwest District

Tom Willis—Northwest Ditrict

Copiesof theminutesof thelast annua meeting
and thefinancial report prepared by the Secretary/
Treasurer were passed out. After review, amotion
was made to accept both reports as printed.

Old business:

Thegroup votedin support of the USA Blueberry
feecheck-off. Infurther discussion of theby-laws
and tax-exempt status, it was voted to add aclosure
paragraph that funds should be given for research to

the SMSU State Fruit Experiment Station at
Mountain Grovein order to depleteany balancein
theevent the Blueberry Council of Missouri ever
disbands. Thetax-exempt statuswastabled at this
timedueto our advertisng program. Sincewelist
every member’sfarm, wearein conflict with the
federa requirementsfor atax-exempt status.

Blueberry saucewas provided for the Governor’s
Conferenceand the L egidative Buffet by Highland
Blueberry Farm and BrandywineFarms. Linda
Jones made the motion to provide payment to each
farmfor their expense. Thismotion was seconded
by Earnie Bohner and approved by all in attendance.
The Blueberry Council would liketothank Dave
and Mary Hinze, Patrick Byers, and Bob and
RonnieHershey for representation at the Governor’s
Conferencein December. Also, abigthank-youto
Marvisand Sally Meyer, Tom Flood, and Patrick
Byersfor serving at the L egidative Buffet on March
1%in Jefferson City.

New Business:

Thematter of picking bagswasdiscussed. When
the Treasurer sent dues notices, arequest astothe
number of bags needed for the 2000 season was
noted. It wasdecided that sincenot al farms
needed picking bagsand to reduce coststhis
season, wewould not useany printing. Wehaven't
been ligiblefor matching fundsfromthe Agri-
Missouri program for bagsin anumber of years.

The Blueberry Council was asked to donate $100
toward conferencerefreshments. LindaJonesmade
themotion sincewe haven't donated in many years
itwasonly fair to participate. 1t wasapproved by
dl.

It was discussed to continue the $400 grant for
blueberry research being conducted at the SMSU
State Fruit Experiment Station by Patrick Byers.
Also a$200 grant was approved for the SM SU
Department of Agriculturefor the blueberry work
being donethere. Themotionwasmadeby Earnie
Bohner and seconded by Mary Hinze.

A committeeto do afeasibility/research on
reprinting of the Blueberry Trailsor someform of
farmlist wasappointed. LindaJonesand Juanita
Steinbaughwill co-chair thiscommittee. They will
ask assistance or input from our membership. Linda
did notethat thismight not beready for this season.




They want totry to get Agri-Missouri matching
funds, and sincethe Secretary/Treasurer had been
notified that all fundshad been used, they may have
to seek gpplication for thenext available money.

It was discussed that a statewide ad does help,
and acommittee was appointed to makethe
necessary arrangementsfor thisberry season. Bob
Linke, Earnie Bohner, and Bob Hershey will serve.

The Governor’sAgriculture Conferenceisheld the
second Sunday of December. Thedateis
December 10. For many yearsthe Department of
Agriculture hasinvited the Blueberry Council to
participate. Thosevolunteering for the 2000
Conferenceare Mary and DaveHinze, Earnie
Bohner, and Bob and Ronnie Hershey. 1t will take
10-15 gallons of blueberry saucefor the 1000 or so
that attend. 1t takesabout five gallonsof saucefor
theLegidative Buffet.

It wasrecognized that Dr. Ben Fuquahas served
the Blueberry Council of Missouri asadvisor since
we charteredin 1987. A motion was madethat we
providea$40 gift certificateand ablueberry tieasa
small appreciation. A gift of appreciationwill also
be provided to Patrick Byersfor hisconstant
support of the Blueberry Council in attending many
activities.

A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and
accepted. Minuteswere submitted for record.

A friendly reminder from the Blueberry
Council Secretary.
TheGovernor’sProclamation Signing for Juneis
Blueberry Monthwill beheld on Monday, May 15.
We need severa volunteersto attend thisactivity.
Please call Ronnie Hershey at (573) 547-4502
daytime or 547-4448 evening, ASAP. Wehaveto
providethe Department of Agriculturealist of
attendees.

Thereare 2 boxesof picking bagsavailableat
$55. Pleasecall if you haveaneed for these.

Sinceanumber of our membersmissed the
Annua Meetingin February, pleaseread the minutes
of themeeting printed inthisnewd etter. Also, if you
have not paid your duesfor 2000, pleasedo so
immediately. Weintend to run astatewide ad, and
you haveto haveduespaid to belisted. Members
in production pay $35 in duesand non-production
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memberspay $15. Please make certain we have
your most current addressand farm phone number,
aswdll as, directionsto your farm. Thanks!

RonnieHershey,
Secretary/Treasurer
2607 PCR 616
Perryville, MO 63775

Fall Cole Cropsfor the
Gardener
by John Avery

M ost peoplethink of cole crops (cabbage,
broccali, cauliflower, Brusselssprouts, and collards)
asaspring crop but the very best cropscan be
growninthefal inMissouri. Itishardtofindtrays
of plantsfor sleinthefall. Luckily, however, cole
cropsareeasy to start from seed. Duetothewarm
weather intheearly summer, plantscan bestartedin
traysor direct sownwith good results. Thecole
cropsare cool season plants so the best flavor
developsunder the cool temperaturesof fall. They
caneventoleratealight frost.

Timingisthecritica factor in producing aflavorful
crop of cabbage or other colecropinthefall. If
planted too early the crop may set heads during the
heat of summer and the crop will have poor taste. If
planted too latein the summer ahard freeze may
damagethe crop beforeit has produced.

| havefound it best to sow your seedsaround the
first week of July herein southern Missouri. | prefer
to start plantsintrays. Itisvery important to sow
your seed at atimethat will resultin plantsof the
proper sizefor planting inthegarden later. Plants,
which arethreeto six inchestall withfour tofive
leaves, arethe proper sizefor thegarden. Plants
should bekept intraysonly for about onemonth
beforetransfer to thegarden. Plantsthat have been
started intrayswill beready for the garden around
thefirst week of August. Althoughthereissome
leeway in planting the crop by one or two weeks,
just remember that | etting the plants continueto
grow inthetraysfor morethan fiveweeksmay
result in stunted plants! | havehad alot of trouble
with spring plants stunting in the garden becausethey
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were started too early and becameroot bound after
6 weeksintrays.

Another problem, which can bediminated by fall
planting, isthat of cabbagelooper larvae damage.
Bacillusthuringensis (Bt) will manage cabbage
loopersbut pest pressureincreaseswith the spring
crop asit matures. Thefall crop may beunder pest
pressureearly; but that disappearsasthe summer
fadestofall. Inthespring, cabbagelooper will
beginto appear in mid-April and the pressurewill
increase until late summer, whenit begin to decrease
astemperatures start to decrease. A fall colecrop
will havealot of pressureduring August andinto
early September but the pressure decreasesfrom
|ate September into October. During August a
weekly spray of Bt will beneeded astheplantsare
small and therearelotsof cabbagelooper mothsout
laying eggs, but by September, theplantsarelarge
enough to withstand somefeeding by larva. Usualy
by thefirst of October laying of moth eggshas
ceased for the year and no more spraysare needed.

Cultivarswithamaturity of fifty to Sxty daysare
suggested for fal colecrops, athoughin most years
even seventy-day cultivarswill matureacrop.
Remember the plantswill begrowing fast during July
and August dueto high temperaturesand long day
lengths, so most cultivarswill mature somewhat
earlier than listed onthe package. Assummer gives
way tofall and thetemperaturesstart to cool down
theflavor of the crop will be enhanced.

| prefer to grow my colecropsfor thefreezer in
thefall because of the better flavor, the absence of
insect larvae on the crop and because most other
cropsarethrough producing. Remember to sow
your seed around July 4%, if startingintraystransfer
to thegarden around thefirst of August, and control
cabbagelooper during August. For thosewho have
agreenhouse businessyou may want to have some
colecrop plantsavailableduring August for your
patronstotry asafall crop.

Non-chemical Weed Control
Strategies
by Gaylord Moore

Weed management in vegetable cropsisa
challenge. Inmost instancesit takesthe combined
effort of good cultural, mechanica and chemical
management to perform asuperior job of controlling
weeds. However, thosewho e ect not use chemical
herbicidesfor weed control arebasically limited to
cultura and mechanical control mechanisms.
Biologica methodssuch asuse of cover cropssuch
asawinter ryesystemisthemost promising and
most effective against small-seeded broadl eaf
weeds. Thismethod remainsexperimental. At
present thereare no current systemsusing insectsor
di seases to manage weeds common to vegetables.

Land selectionisonecultural practice. Avoid
fieldswithahistory of weed problems. Anctheris
crop selection. If you areaware of aweed problem
and need to utilizethefield for cropping, be sureand
grow themost competitive crops.

Thepracticeof crop rotation serves several
purposesfor pest control including weeds. Besure
to rotate between vegetabl es and non-row crops
suchasdfalfaor clovers. Thisalso servesthe
purposeof adding nitrogen fertility along with weed
control. Crop rotationwith different cropscanaso
assi st in breaking specific disease and insect cycles.

Sel ecting adaptable crop varietiesfor aspecific
areagivesgreater plant vigor, thusenhancing the
ability to competewith weeds. Proper row spacing
and plant dengitieswill also assist against weeds.
Userow spacing that will assurearapid crop
canopy enclosure. Oftentherearetrade offs.
Heavy plant densitiesmay crowd weeds, but oftenit
increasestheincidence of disease problems.
Sdlecting the correct planting timewill dsoincrease
plant vigor and get ahead start on weeds. Plant
cropswhen soil temperaturesfavor rapid
germination and emergence. Do not plant warm-
season cropstoo early in the season.

Theappropriatefertility, diseaseand insect
management encouragesvigorousand hedthy crops
that are more competitive against weeds. Don't
overlook thevalue of mulches. Natura mulchesare




oftendifficult touseover largeareas. However,
synthetic (plagtic) mulchesare useful to manage
weedswithin the row inwarm-season crops.
Congder disposa problemswhenusing plastic
mulches.

M echanical methods of weed control include
moldboard plowing, rotary hoeing, row cultivators,
hand hoeing, and mowing. Each mechanical method
has specific advantages. Themoldboard plow can
eliminate emerged annua weedsprior to soil
preparation whereastherotary hoeisquite useful for
managing small-seeded weedsin large-seeded crops
such as sweet corn, snap beans, or peas. A row
cultivator ispossibly used morethan any other
mechanical meansfor row crops. With therow
cultivator be sureto didodge or cover asmany
weed seedlingsaspossible. However, with therow
cultivator thereisapotentia for damageto some
crop’sroot system. Themower or bush hog will
assistinweed control in certain circumstances.

Timing for mowingiscritical for best annua weed
control. Becertainto mow assoon asflowers
appear so no viableweed seed is produced.

For effectiveweed control practicestimingis
most critical. Weedswait for no oneand can take
over quickly if giventheupper hand. Remember,
thesmaller theweed generally themore effectivethe
control. Don’t overlook the need for the hand hoe.
Keepit sharp and handy becauselikely you will
needit.

Daylily Culture
based on a presentation made by

Faye Coble

Faye Coble hasbeen growing dayliliesfor many
yearsand shared her experiencewith othersat the
Southwest Missouri Spring Horticulture Conference
held at the SMSU Campusat Mountain Grovein
March. Fayetaked about dayliliesin general and
the best way to take care of themin her experience.
Shesaysdayliliesaregenerdly easy totake care of
andwill reward youwith beautiful blooms. They are
awonderful plant to usein your landscapeand have
many colorsand sizesto choosefrom. Individual
daylily bloomslast only oneday, hencethe name.
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Follow Fay€e spointersto grow great daylilies.

Dayliliesthriveinfull sunorinpartial sun
(east side of ahouse). They should get
about 6 hoursof sun per day. Youwill see
threetypesof foliagefor dayliliesinthe
catalog—dormant, evergreen and semi-
evergreen. Fayedoesn't worry about the
foliagedifferenceswhen plantingin southern
Missouri. Shesayseventudly thedifferent
typesadapt to her location.

Faye soaksthedayliliesthat arrivefromthe
nursery inaweak solution of asoluble
fertilizer (likeMiracle Grow) acouplehours
beforeplanting. When planting daylilies, mix
organic matter inthe planting holeand mulch
with organic materialsif possible. Do not
plant adaylily too deep. Thecrown of the
plant (part wheretheleaves meet theroots)
should only be¥zinch below the sail
surface. They should be planted about 18—
24 inchesapart. You can cut the roots back
at planting so that at least 6 to 8 inches of
therootsremain.

Fertilizeinthebeginning of theyear witha
completefertilizer (like13-13-13). Faye
likesto sprinklethefertilizer inlatewinter on
snow if possiblesincethefertilizer Stson
top of the snow helping her keep track of
what hasbeen fertilized and what hasn't.

Do not over-fertilizedayliliesor youwon't
get asmany blooms.

Water daylilieswell throughout thegrowing
season, especially when they are sending out
the*“ scapes’, the stems or stalksthat bear
theflowers.

Dividedayliliesto get more plantsand to
invigorateolder plants. Itisbesttodivide
daylilieswhenthey haveat least twenty fans
of leavescoming fromthecrown. You can
dividethebig plant so that each of the
smaller plantshasat least two fans. If you
dividetheplantinthegarden, Fayeusesa
butcher knifeand arock pick. If youdigthe
plant up and divideit, useascrew driver or
abutcher knifeto dividethedug plantinto
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sections. Itisbesttodivideplantsinfall or
spring, but it can be doneamost anytime
whenthegroundisnot frozen aslong asthe
newly planted divisionsget adequate water.
Dayliliesaremostly free of diseasesand
pests. Attimesyou may haveto contend
with aphidsinthe crown of the plant, thrips
that maketheflower budsturnyellow and
fal off, spider mites, and dugs.
Dayliliesmakegreat landscapeplants. Be
sureyou take note of how largethe
particular daylily you havewill grow. Inthe
flowerbed, plant short, mediumandtdll
varietiesaccordingly. Dayliliescanbe
combined with other annualsand perennias
such asphlox, columbine, roses, feverfew,
mossrose, and periwinkle.

Fayesaysonceyou start planting daylilies,
you may find yoursdf running outside barefoot
first thinginthemorning to seewhich daylily has
opened. Youmay evenforget to eat breakfast!

Faye Cabel discusses daylily culture with a Spring Hort
Conference participant.

Southwest Missouri Spring
Horticulture Conference
by Gladys Gaeke

The Southwest Missouri Horticulture Conference
was held Saturday, March 25, 2000. Attendeesat
theMarch Spring Horticulture program discussed a
variety of topics.

Native plantswas presented by Scott Woodbury,
native plant specialist at the Missouri Botanical
Garden. Mr. Woodbury identified our native plants
and the habitat each enjoy.

Gaylord Moore, AreaHorticulture Speciaist
University Outreach and Extension, led an
introductionto the Ozarks.

FayeCoble, daylily speciadist from Vanzant,
Missouri, madetheday for daylily enthusiasts. Faye
hasgrown dayliliesfor many yearsand isnoted for
her daylily expertise. Sheinspired theaudienceto
add the plantswith trumpet-shaped flowersto their
gardens.

Nut production wasthetopic addressed by Bill
Knaust and Gerald Gardner, Southwest Nut
Growers Association. Both speakers shared nut
growinginformation.

Organic gardening, atopicthat areagardenersare
interested inwasled by Ted Berger, organic grower
fromWillow Springs.

Homewinemaking enthusiastswereinstructed by
Patrick Byers, Fruit Grower Advisor, SMSU Dept.
of Fruit Science, in beginning winemaking. Patrick
spoke of the equipment used to make a better
product and chemicalsneeded. Thereaction of the
fruit with thechemicalsresultsinwine. Thereisan
exacting processto winemaking. Wine can bemade
fromavariety of fresh and dried fruits. Recipeswere
giveninatake home publication. Thereweresevera
studentsanxioustotry their hand at becoming
winemakers.

A treewalk wasled by Gary Oakley, area
forester, Missouri Department of Conservation
Treeswereidentified and discussed.

Thehostaprogram had astanding room only
crowd in attendance. Theprogramwasled by Mary
Lou and Ernest Braswell, hostaspeciaistsfromthe
Greater Ozarks Hosta Society. Thereare hostasthat




can enjoy sunshineand othersthat redlly liketo bein
ashady area. Thereare morethan 2500 varieties
available. They discussed varietiesof hostas, how to
grow and take care of hostas. Propagation of new
plantstook thegroup totheyardtolearntodivide
theplants.

Home greenhouseswith Dan Wool ey, greenhouse
specialist retired from Southwest Center, Mt.
Vernon, interested the classwith the “water barrel
heated “ design he has constructed and used. The
designusesthesunfor heat inthewinter, collectedin
24 barrelsalong the north sde of thehouse. The
design consistsof along south side plastic-covered
areawhich the sunshine goesthrough to heat the
barrels of water which keep thetemperature above
freezing during our winter nights.

John Avery, research associate, SM SU Dept. of
Fruit Science, taught participantshow to start seeds
to betransplanted out to the garden. John discussed
ar layering cuttingsand Sarting cuttingsinasoilless
medium. Welearned that you could make new
plantsfrom most any nursery plantswithalittle
patience.

Thoseinterested in learning to make compost
attended aclasstaught by Andrew Thomeas,
horticulture specidist, with UM C Southwest
Research and Education Center. M aking compost
usesmaterials, otherwisewasted, into auseful soil
amendment.

Thenthe sun came out and home orchard
enthusiaststook an orchard walk led by Patrick
Byers, Fruit Grower Advisor. Patrick discussed the
varioustreefruit and grape plantings. Hetouched on
varietiesduring thewalk.

The program inspired gardenersto begin new
projectsat their homes. The Spring Horticulture
Conferenceisan annual event and will beheldin
Mount Vernonin Spring of 2001.
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Small Fruit Pricing Y2K
by Patrick Byers

We havereceived several requestsconcerning
price setting for direct marketed small fruits. In
response, we contacted ninesmall fruit producers
from different partsof Missouri for ideason pricing.
We asked for pricing on both pick-your-own and
pre-picked fruit. Wearereporting prices per pound
of fruit. Insome cases priceswerereported per
quart or galon of fruit, and we converted these
pricesusing an estimate of 1.25 poundsof fruit per
quart. Wedidn’t receive enough informationon
raspberry or gooseberry pricesfor areport.

Strawberries:

Pick-your-own: $.64 to $.85 per pound
Pre-picked: $.84 to $1.70 per pound
Blackberries:

Pick-your-own: $.80 to $1.75 per pound
Pre-picked: $1.20 to $2.40 per pound
Blueberries:

Pick-your-own: $1.25 to $1.55 per pound
Pre-picked: $1.75 to $2.40 per pound

Blueberry/Blackberry

Summer Field Day

ThereisaBlueberry/Blackberry Summer Field Day
tentatively planned for thefirst Thursday in July,
2000, at the State Fruit Experiment Stationin
Mountain Grove. Patrick Byerswill finalizethedate
by the next issue of the Berry Basket and you can
check our “Newsand Events” webpage at
http://mitngrv.smsu.edu/cal endar.htm for updateson
events,

Classified

A 22 acreberry farmfor salein north-central
Arkansas. Call 870-425-7028 or goto
http:/Mmww.smittysupick.com.

John Avery (left) talks about plant propagation at the
Southwest Missouri Spring Horticulture Conference.
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Nursery Catalogs Online
by Suzi Teghtmeyer

Inan effort to maketheir products more
accessibleto buyers, numerous plant and seed
companieshavegoneonline. At somesitesyou can
seetheentire catalog of productsand placeorders
onlinewhileothersarejust abasic page supplyinga
phonenumber for catal og requests.

| have chosen afew well-known and some
speciaty catalogs. They areintwo groups: Fruits&
Vegetablesand Ornamental s (who could leave out
thepretty flower catalogs?). Included areboththe
web address and phone number so everyonecan
get them. | apologizeif I’ ve omitted someone's
favoritecatalog, and I’ m not commenting on the
reputation of any of the businesses—just supplying
youwith options. Happy browsing!

Fruit and Vegetables

Bay Laurel Nursery: Fruit and nut trees, flowering
treesand shrubs, Californianativesand drought
tolerant plants. 805-466-3406
http://Mmwww.baylaurel nursery.com/

Boyer Nurseries& Orchards, Inc.: Small fruitsand
bareroot fruit trees, shrubs, evergreensand trees.
717-677-8558
http:/Amww.boyernurseries.com/index.htm

Burpee Seeds and Plants. 1-800-333-5808
http://ww.burpee.com/

CarolinaSeeds. Bulbsand seeds of flowers,
vegetables, herbs. 1-800-825-5477
http://Mmww.caralinaseeds.comymain.cfm

ExoticaRare Fruit Nursery: Plantsand fruit trees
from around theworld. 760-724-9093
http://Ammw.bonusiveb.com/exotical

Fall Creek Farm & Nursery, Inc.: Blueberries,
lingonberriesand cranberries. 541-937-2973
http://mwww.fal creeknursery.com/

Gurney’s Seed & Nursery Co: Seeds, vegetables
and ornamentals. 605-665-1930
http://Amww.gurneys.com/

Henry Field's Seed & Nursery Company: Seeds,
vegetablesand ornamentals. 1-800-798-7842
http:/mww.henryfields.com/

Ison’sNursery and Vineyards. Muscadine grapes,
blueberries, blackberries, treefruitsand nuts. 770-
599-6970

http://Mmwww.isons.comy/

IndianaBerry Company: Small fruit plants. 1-800-
295-2226
http:/Avww.inberry.com/index2.html

Miller Nurseries: Fruit and nut trees, berriesand
grapes. 1-800-836-9630
http:/Aamw.millernurseries.com/

Nourse Farms. Small fruit plants. 413-665-2658
http://www.noursefarms.com/

Stark Brothers: Small fruitsand fruit trees. 1-800-
367-7209
http:/Amww.starkbros.com/index.cfm

Ornamentals

Breck’s: Bulbsand flowers 1-800-806-1972
http://mww.brecks.com/

House of Wed ey Nursery and Royal Dutch
Gardens: Bulbsand flowers. 309-663-9551
http://mww.cometobuy.cormv/directgardening/

index.asp

K. Van Bourgondien & Sons: Bulbsand perennias
of Holland. 1-800-552-9996
http://mwww.dutchbul bs.com/

White Fower Farm: Annuds, perennids, shrubs,
bulbs, and houseplants. 1-800-503-9624
http:/Mmww.whiteflowerfarm.com/
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